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Subject: Rabies Surveillance in Maine 
 
 
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), Animal and Plant Health 

Inspection Service (APHIS), Wildlife Services (WS) continues to conduct rabies 

surveillance in Maine.  These efforts are conducted throughout northern Maine and 

along the U.S./Canadian border near New Brunswick and Quebec in areas where 

raccoon rabies is emerging or has not yet been documented.  This surveillance effort 

is a critical part of our annual oral rabies vaccination (ORV) distribution that has 

occurred in areas of Presque Isle, Caribou, Ashland, and Fort Fairfield since 2009. 

 

USDA WS requests the assistance of Maine game wardens, animal control officers, 

Inland Fisheries & Wildlife biologists, epidemiologists, veterinarians, and others to 

assist Maine WS in locating samples of animals in the northern part of the state that 

potentially could have rabies.   

 

Our surveillance methods include collecting road kill and sick or suspiciously acting 

animals that have had no contact with humans or domestic animals.  All wild animals 

involved in potential or actual rabies exposures with humans or domestic animals are 

a public health concern and should be immediately submitted to the Maine State 

Health and Laboratory for testing.   

 

For those who are interested in cooperating with USDA Wildlife Services, please 

review the attached flow chart to determine what action to take when you find a 

sample.  If it is determined that the sample or the suspicious animal meets the criteria, 

please call the USDA WS state office in Augusta, ME.  After the message is received, 

WS will coordinate with field employees located throughout the state to retrieve the 

samples.   
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If you see wild animals acting strange (aggression, loss of fear to humans, 
excessively salivating, circling, lethargy, paralyzed) or roadkill 

Call (207) 629-5178 
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If You See Any 
Raccoons, Skunks, Bobcats, 

Coyotes & Foxes 
Acting Strange or Roadkill 

USDA Wildlife Services Wants To Know! 

Area highlighted includes the 2024 surveillance area. 

You can become a critical part of this large scale, 
ongoing project. If you notice any Raccoons, Skunks, 
Bobcats, Coyotes, & Foxes in the highlighted 
surveillance area, please call (207) 629-5178 or 
1-866-487-3297 with the location and species found. 
 
Samples will be collected by Wildlife Services staff and 
directly help monitor wildlife rabies in Maine. 

ANYWHERE in the surveillance area. ANYTIME of year. 
Call Wildlife Services. 

Do not touch wild animals, alive or dead. Contact your 
local authorities if you need immediate assistance. 

 





 

DID AN EXPOSURE TO RABIES OCCUR? 
 

BITE: Did animal’s teeth penetrate the skin of the 
patient/pet? 
 

Non-bite: Did animal’s saliva or neural tissue make contact 
with the patient /pet’s mucous membranes or broken skin? 
 

Unrecognized (bats only): Did the bat make direct contact 
with the patient/pet, or was the bat found in a bedroom 
when the patient was sleeping, or was the bat found in a 
room with a child or other person unable to communicate 
potential exposure? * 

Is the animal within the WS surveillance coverage area? 

Please see the attached map. 

Alive: Animal will need to be euthanized 
DO NOT SHOOT ANIMAL IN THE HEAD! 
 
Dead: Arrange for collection and transport to WS state office 
for testing. Record contact information and animal collection 
information (Date, Location, and GPS coordinates if available)  

 
 

Contact Maine CDC for guidance, or submit 
animal to HETL for testing. 

Maine CDC: 1-800-821-5821 

HETL: 207-287-4357 
221 State Street, Augusta, ME 

 

 Dead: Dispose of carcass. (Bury underground 18” to 
24”.) Do not bury the carcass in a plastic bag. 

Alive: Contact local game warden for wild animals and 
ACO for domestics.  

Maine CDC will still test the animal for 
$150.00(charged to the landowner). 

 
Dead: Dispose of carcass. (Bury underground 18” to 
24”) Do not bury the carcass in a plastic bag. 

Avoid direct contact with carcass. (Use shovel or heavy 
duty rubber gloves!)  

 

 
The sample should be collected as soon as 
possible! If the sample cannot be frozen, then it 
needs to be collected within 1-3 days.   
Additionally, please keep the sample cool, either, 
by placing it in the shade or storing it in a cooler. 
 

 USDA Wildlife Services Algorithm for  
Rabies Enhanced Surveillance 

Is the animal’s head (brain) viable for testing?  

The carcass should be “fresh” with minimal decay, relatively 
whole head, and short duration of time animal has been 
deceased (weather dependent). 

Raccoons, skunks, foxes, and coyotes are high priority! 

NO 
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 YES 

NO 

NO 

       Sample  
     Preservation 

 

YES 

*Maine CDC: Website (http://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/infectious-disease/epi/zoonotic/rabies/documents/maine-rabies-management-guide.pdf) 
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